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CHA President’s Message

April is already here! We have been busy working
on the freight shed exhibit and it is beginning to
emerge. Sequoia Pinterits, our volunteer, came to us
with the professional skills to organize the
presentation of our exhibits. We are so grateful.

We also have received a sizable donation of
mortuary records that Duggan’s Mortuary inherited
when it merged with Driscoll’s Mortuary. See story
in this issue.

Our next quarterly meeting will be on Sunday,
April 19 at 2:00 PM at the Colma Community
Center, 1520 Hillside Blvd. Our speaker is John
Goodwin who will share a power point program to
accompany new stories from the 2™ edition of his
book, Echoes of the Badge, Stories from a National
Park Service Career. We will have time for
refreshments and fellowship before and after his
presentation. Please RSVP by email
cha@colmahistory.com, or voicemail 650-757-1676.

It is time for Board Elections. Michael
Rocchetta is up for re-election. Michael is our
Vice-President, a Docent, and Restoration Expert &
Technical Consultant. He loves the CHA and
graciously decided to continue to serve. Your ballot
and his bio are in this News and Notes issue. Please
complete and return the ballot before or at our
meeting on April 19.

I encourage you to talk with us about being a
future board member. We need active members to
bring the CHA into the future. See pg. 3 for volunteer
information. This is fun, exciting, and rewarding
work and play. Let’s keep Colma history alive!

Many thanks to John Petrovitz for his

presentation at our February 1 meeting. We
received an in-depth history of the rail line that went
from San Francisco south into San Mateo County
accompanied by his collection of photographs of
how it snaked through the Outer Mission District and
Noe Valley.

Frances Liston, one of the CHA’s Founding
Members, celebrated her 90™ birthday in
January. The Colma Council is recognizing her at
a reception at Town Hall on Wednesday, April 22
at 5:30 PM. Frances went to work for the Town of
Colma in 1975 as Assistant City Clerk. In 1978 she
was elected to the position of City Clerk. In 1983 the
Council appointed her the first City Manager of the
Town of Colma. She served in this position until
1997. The CHA is proud to be an important part of
her legacy as a Colma leader. Her foresight and love
of Colma brought us into existence. She recruited
four other residents who she knew had the skills,
enthusiasm, and love of Colma to organize an
historical association and plan for a future museum.
As Board Consultant, Frances encouraged and
facilitated CHA’s growth. Happy 90" Birthday,
Frances!

Membership: The CHA has 145 active members
as of March 2026. Spelling Correction from our last
newsletter: Jerry Azzaro (not Assaro) And we have
two renewing members: Richard Hansen and Pat
Montgomery.

Please spread the word about the Colma Museum
and Historical Association. Membership is very
reasonable, ranging from $10/yr for Seniors &
Students, $15/yr for Individuals, & $25/yr for

Families. Maureen O’Connor




Board of Directors
Maureen O’Connor

President

Michael Rocchetta Vice President
Richard Rocchetta Secretary-Treasurer
Perky Ramroth Member

Pat Hatfield 1932-2021, President Emerita
Dorothy Hillman 1921-2020, Treasurer Emerita

Committee Chairs

Maureen O’Connor Newsletter Editor,
Program Chair, & Hospitality Chair
Richard Rocchetta Museum & Office
Manager, Fundraiser Event Operations
Michael Rocchetta Restoration Expert &
Technical Consultant
Perky Ramroth Membership Chair
Helen Fisicaro Tea Chair
Square 2 Design Website Manager
Volunteer Needed Tour Coordinator
Volunteer Needed Hospitality Chair
Volunteer Needed Program Chair
Volunteer Needed School Outreach
Docents

Susanna Hnilo, Maureen O’Connor, Perky
Ramroth, Michael Rocchetta, Richard Rocchetta,
Lisa Sirianni, Amy Yip

Volunteers (ad hoc)

Helen Fisicaro, John Goodwin, Martha Goodwin,
Sean Goodwin, Judy Hnilo, Susanna Hnilo, Yamel
Rodriguez, Lisa Sirianni, Patrick Yu, Patricia
Valente, Amy Yip

Museum — Open Saturdays from 12:00
to 3:00

Quarterly Meetings — 1520 Hillside Blvd.
Colma

Sunday, April 19. 2026, 2:00 PM

Sunday, July 19, 2026, 2:00 PM

Sunday, October 25, 2026, 2:00 PM

Sunday, February 7, 2027, 2:00 PM

Annual Tea of Many Themes
Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026

Colma Community Center, 1520 Hillside Blvd.
Tours

The Colma Historical Association has information
on self-guided tours of our museums and of sites in
Colma. Call for information, (650) 757-1676.

DIANA COLVIN

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE
August 15, 1951 — March 1, 2026

“Diana passed away peacefully on March 1, 2006,
at the age of 74, surrounded by those who loved her.”
(3) Her husband Victor and Chloe, her chihuahua,
survive her. Diana’s “love for the (Colma)
community shaped most of her life’s work.” (3)

Diana served the Colma Historical Association as
Membership Chair from 2003-2019. She also
supported our fundraising activities over all the years
of membership. She led the kitchen staff at our
annual teas from 2007-2016 managing the intense
hustle and bustle with her signature calm and
organization. (1)

Born in Honolulu, she moved to San Francisco
with her family when 3 years old, and then to Colma
when in 3" grade. She remembered that she and her
brother were initially alarmed to be moving so near
the “scary” cemeteries, but “that changed fast.” The
cemeteries became parks to explore, classrooms of
San Francisco’s history and the lives of its citizens,
open-air museums of sculpture, ironwork and
architecture. She also found that the living neighbors
were friendly and there were fun community events.
She attended Colma Elementary, Colma
Intermediate, Jefferson High School, Skyline,
College of San Mateo, and Golden Gate University.
Diana lived in the family home on C Street. Diana’s
father was a chef who worked at DiMaggio’s in SF.
She remembers meeting Joe, Tom and Domenic
DiMaggio. Her parents and brother now rest at Olivet
Gardens of Cypress Lawn Cemetery. (1)

Diana was on the Colma Town Council from
2008 until 2022 and served three terms as Mayor.
She worked in the event booking and management
industry in both the corporate and private sectors.




She retired as the Rentals and Operations Manager
for the Cow Palace, having worked there for more
than a decade. Diana also served on the board of the
North Peninsula Food Pantry and Dining Center and
volunteered with Rebuilding Together and in
planning Colma community events including
Colma’s 75" Anniversary of incorporation. (1)

What were some of Diana’s special interests?
She loved animals and has had many pets, “dogs,
cats, a turtle, goldfish and, much to my mother’s
dismay, snails!” Cooking, reading mysteries and
historical fiction, gardening, and art were favorite
pass times. (1)

“I love living in Colma and serving the
community. No better place!” Diana told Pat and me
when we wrote our article in 2017. (1) And Colma
and the CHA will always love Diana! No surprise
there. We are deeply grateful for our years together
and our memories of a good neighbor and friend.
References: 1. Article in the CHA News & Notes
July-Sept 2017, #118, page 2
2. Colma Government Website posted October 17,
2022
3. Obituary, Diana Isabel Colvin, Cypress Lawn
Cemetery Association
4. “Three-time Colma, California Fil-Am mayor
suddenly retires for health reasons”
INQUIRER.NET, November 17, 2022

MEMORIAL DONATION to the CHA made in
Diana’s name by Dennis and Helen Fisicaro.

MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS WELCOME
We will partner with you for training in
whatever volunteer role you choose.

Tour Coordination & Assisting — We would like
to resume offering tours of points of interest in
Colma using already created scripts and creating new
ones.

School Outreach — to local schools offering
classroom presentations & museum tours.

Docent — Greet guests and answer questions
about Colma and the Museum. We’ll partner you
with an experienced docent. Just 3 hours once a
month on a Saturday of your choosing.

Create exhibits for the freight shed — arranging
items, identifying signage, etc.

Create inventories of our filed archives —
organize and list articles to make them more
accessible.

DONATION OF THE CLIENT RECORDS
OF MULTIPLE SAN FRANCISCO
MORTUARIES
BY DUGGAN’S SERRA MORTUARY

In late February Teresa Proafio, assistant to Dan
Duggan of Duggan’s Serra Mortuary, contacted the
CHA to see if we were interested in the funeral
records of Driscoll’s Mortuary which has now
merged with Duggan’s Serra Mortuary. We could
not pass up the opportunity to accept this generous
offer. And it turns out that the donation includes the
records of various mortuaries that, through the years,
were affiliated with Driscoll’s. There are over 100
books (actuallyl09) that date from the 1890’s
through the early 2000’s.

We already have the records of Valente, Marini,
Perata Mortuary and Sunset View Cemetery
(Hagan’s Mortuary). And we regularly receive calls
from genealogy researchers who are investigating
their family history.

Richard and Michael have sorted the volumes into
chronologically ordered stacks. Every surface in the
Museum’s Colma Fire Department exhibit is covered
(see photo below). And there are several more stacks
of volumes that didn’t make it into this photo!
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Pat Valente, Amy Yip and Maureen have been
doing internet research to learn more about the
different businesses. We have also been thinning out
our own storage area to make room on our shelves
for the new volumes.

Here’s a list of the funeral home records that we
received:

Truman Undertaking Co. 1899-1930
O’Shaughnessy and Roche 1914-1946
Comisky and Connelly 1918-1946
Comisky-Roche 1948-1985

Maneely 1930-

Maneely and Matthews -1971
Driscoll-Lochart 1948-1952

Driscoll’s 1952-1996

Driscoll’s Anderson 1999-2007



COLMA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
1500 Hillside Blvd.
Colma, CA 94014

APRIL 2026 QUARTERLY MEETING
SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026

2:00 PM Colma Community Center

1520 Hillside Blvd. Colma

Speaker: John Goodwin will share stories from his
book, Echoes of the Badge, Stories from a National
Park Service Career, accompanied by a power point
presentation.

OR Code for
Colma Historical Association Website

Upcoming events for your calendar:

April 25 - Colma Town-Wide Garage Sales 9-4 and
Junk-in-the-Trunk 9-1, Colma Community Center
parking lot. Call the Recreation Dept. 650-985-5678
for maps & information.

May 25, Memorial Day Commemoration at Historic
Union Cemetery. 10-12. 330 Woodside Rd. near FEl
Camino, Redwood City. Tour the grounds. Historic
Assoc. info tables. Speakers. Bagpipers. Website
www.historicunioncemetery.org.

July 19, CHA Quarterly Meeting. Richard Rocchetta
will tell us about The Cemetery That Never Was. This is a
fascinating Colma story that Richard presented on Zoom
during the COVID lockdown. Most of you missed it so
we’re bringing it back.




Ballot 2026 — Colma Historical Association

Election Time is here! Please complete the Ballot below as soon as possible.
Mail it — Fax it — Drop it Off at the Museum by Sat., April 18 or

Bring it to the meeting on April 19.

Quarterly Meeting — Sunday, April 19, 2026, at 2:00 PM
Colma Community Center, 1520 Hillside Blvd., Colma

All current CHA members 18 vears of age and older are entitled to one vote.
For example, if you have a “family membership,” each member of the family
18 years and older has one vote. If you have an “Individual” or “Senior”
membership, you have one vote. “Business membership,” the owner has one
vote. For membership category, check the mailing label of your newsletter.

Fax ballot(s) to: 650-757-1616

Mail ballot(s) to: Colma Historical Association
1500 Hillside Blvd.
Colma, CA 94014

Drop ballot(s) off at Museum, 1500 Hillside Blvd. Colma
by Saturday., April 18 or

Bring your ballot to the meeting on Sunday, April 19

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

(cut here)

Ballot — CHA Board of Directors 2026—2029 (3 vear term)

FOR

Michael Rocchetta
Term Will Expire July 2029

We wish we had additional candidates as we have room for new Board Members.
If you are interested, let us know. You could do an “internship” during 2026-27 to
see how we function.






